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Communications. 


A Visit to 
EMORY U.S. A. GENERAL HOSPITAL, D.C. 
By Laurence Turnsutt, M. D., 
One of the Surgeons to the Howard Hospital, Philadelphia. 

At the call of the Secretary of War for volunteer 
Surgeons, I left Philadelphia on Sunday night, 
September, at eleven, P. M., in company with a | 
large body of physicians and surgeons, to devote 
ourselves for a time to the care of the sick and 
wounded. After numerous delays we arrived at 
Washington, and reported ourselves to the Medi- 
cal Director, Surgeon Campsett. There being two 
Surgeons and a Medical Cadet he assigned us to 
duty at Emory Hospital, situated one mile and a 
half due east from the Capitol. 

Description of the Hospital. 

The hospital buildings are of wood, and were 
formerly cavalry barracks, but they have been 
modified and much improved under the direction 
of Dr. Sxiuuinc. These buildings are located on 
the plain on which McClellan had his celebrated 
reviews; the prevailing winds are from the direc- 
tion of Washington; a branch of the Potomac is 
on one side, but the wind seldom blows from that 
quarter, else there would be much intermittent 
and remittent fever, as the river is low and there 
are marshes. On the other side, the ground nearer 
the city is more elevated, affording fine encamping 
ground for numerous regiments. The hospital 
consists of twelve separate buildings, besides 
dining-room and numerous outbuildings. The 
wards are one story high and in the form of a 
cross. They are ventilated by valvular openings 
under the floors, and the impure and heated air 
passes out at the apex of the roof, which is always 
open in the summer. It is lighted by numerous 
windows, which can be shut,or opened at pleasure 
80 as to afford additional means of ventilation. The 
Ventilation is very good, for it was found that even 
with the wards filled with sick and wounded men, 
numbering over seventy, but little odor would be 





perceived. 


Capacity and Medical Staff. 

The whole number that the twelve buildings 
could accommodate is eight hundred and fifty. 
The Surgeon in charge, Dr. Wm. Cienpeniy, of 
the regular army, is a gentleman well qualified 
for the important position, and one who has seen 
a large amount of practice during this war, as also 
in the war of Italy, The regular staff consisted of 
Drs. Sxintine, Topp, McCoy, Comss and Hatt, with 
six volunteer surgeons on temporary duty. On our 
arrival, they were discharging all the patients that 
could with safety be removed to Baltimore, so as 
to make room for the severely wounded from the 
recent battles of Bull Run, &., who commenced 


| to arrive on the following day at one o’clock, A. M. 


Wounds of Nerves—Tetanus. 

During the eight days we were in attendance, 
there were ten amputations of thigh, leg, and 
shoulder-joint, and four of fingers and toes, under 
the influence of chloroform, without accident, and 
with no suffering to the patient. Drs. McCoy, 
Haut, Torser, Goopwin, and TurnsvLt, were the 
operators, and but one or two cases have terminated 
fatally since that time. As many as twelve bullets 
were removed by the writer of all sizes. Traumatic 
tetanus supervened upon a gunshot wound of the 
wrist, which shattered the bones, more especially 
the radius. The patient was at once placed under 
the full influence of morphia. Subsequently, a free 
incision was made, and numerous pieces of bone 
were removed. The morphia treatment was con- 
tinued, to which was added chloroform, camphor, 
etc. He had slight opisthotonos when he was 
received, which gradually increased, and he died 
at the end of the fourth day. On a careful ex- 
amination of the nerve, (radial,) it was found 
softened and its sheath inflamed, and but one 
small, sharp spicula of bone found not removed. 
Another case occurred previous to our arrival, in 
which the ball had penetrated the first lumbar ver- 
tebra, the ball was cut down upon and removed, 
the man survived three days without paralysis. 
I examined with much interest the pathological 
specimen and saw the opening into the spinal 
canal. 

On the day we left a third case presented ina 
Captain of a Massachusetts regiment, who had a 
short time previously been brought in from the 
field, where amputation at the middle third of the 
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thigh had been performed some four days after 
the receipt of a gunshot wound. Having been ex- 
posed during the interval to the inclemency of 
the weather, want of food, etc., etc., he was of 
course much exhausted, and was placed under a 
judicious tonic and stimulant treatment, and was 
apparently progressing satisfactorily when an 
opisthotonic state supervened with trismus. He 
now was ordered large doses of morphia frequently 
repeated, but with what success is unknown, for 
reasons above stated. 
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Gun-shot Wounds, 


Traumatic hemorrhage occurred from a wound 
made by a bullet in the neighborhood of the knee 
into the popliteal space; it was arrested by apply- 
ing a compress and tourniquet, and on consulta- 
tion the proposition was to attempt to tie the 
artery, but the majority were against it, and 
decided upon amputation above the knee, which 
was performed, and upon opening the joint, the 
condyle of the femur was found fractured, and 
numerous pieces of bone driven into the artery, 
which was in a softened state; the head of the 
tibia was also broken. 

The following are some of the gunshot wounds 
in the wards of which I had charge: 

The majority of the amputations, which had 
been performed upon the field, and received into 
the hospital were in a most deplorable condition, 
having remained upon the field without food, and 
exposed to the air; the stitches were out, the 
wounds gaping, with ulceration; the bones ex- 
posed, and were discharging most unhealthy pus. 
One of these poor fellows was so bad that he 
begged to have his limb removed a second time, 
which was done by the writer above the knee, 
under the influence of chloroform, with success. 
This case was not in my ward. 

There were numerous cases of compound frac- 
tures of all the bones of the body; the most severe 
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lower extremity, the fracture box and bran dress- 
ing is very pleasant, but at Fortress Monroe they 
substituted wet sand inclosed in muslin which 
was stated to answer as good a purpose as the 
bran. 

Special Cases. 

Case I.—J. L., wt. 21, Co. G, 5th Virginia. 
Wounded while loading, at the second battle of 
Bull Run, through the muscles of the lower third 
of the thigh. The ball afterward struck M. 8., of 
the same company, breaking both thigh bones, 
and when examined, it was not altered in shape. 
Treatment; cold water. Doing well. 


Gunshot Wound of Abdomen, 


Casg II.—Lieut. C. R. T. Gunshot wound of 
abdomen in the region of the ilium, passing en- 
tirely across, could see the vermicular motion of 
the intestines. Great prostration with sloughing 
pain, mind clear. Treatment; brandy ad libitum, 
with morphia to quiet nervous symptoms; also, 
as nutriment, beef essence; died in thirty-six 
hours. The ball had passed entirely through to 
the bowels. 

Case Ill.—J. W. C., #t. 22, Co. I, 25th Ohio. 
Wounded in the hand at the battle of Bull Run, 
Saturday night. Fingers amputated on the way 
to the hospital; wound sloughing, and projecting 
bone denuded of periosteum, five or six pieces 
removed, cut down to first row of metacarpal 
bones and got a flap, which did well. 

Case 1V.—H. H., wt. 44, Co. K, 634 P. V. Com- 
pound fracture of elbow from a wound received at 
Bull Ran while in the act of capping his gun. 
The ball passed out above the joint. Great edema 
with erysipelas inflammation running up to shoul- 
der, pulse seventy-seven; Treatment; tinct. ferri 
choridi., twenty drops every two hours. Applied 
cold water with a portion of acetate of lead for five 
days after the disappearance of the cedema and 
erysipelas, when healthy pus flowed from the 


were those of the femur, which were treated first | wound; placed it upon a well-padded angular 
by free application of cold water by irrigation, and splint, and when I left it was doing well. 


subsequently by simple extension by means of a! 
| 79th Highlanders. 
This is an old plan, and one which I have seen | 


brick suspended, attached by adhesive straps. 


Casge V.—S. 0., Scotch, xt. 27, color- bearer 
While advancing with colors 
was wounded by a shell in foot. Treatment; cold 


successfully employed under Dr. Cuyier, when! water, doing well. 


Medical Director at Fortress Monroe, in cases which | 


Cass VI.—A. C., et. 26, color-bearer 79th High- 


he kindly showed me. The same plan was also pur- | landers. Advancing with his colors was wounded 


sued at St. Joseph’s Hospital when the wounded 
troops were under the charge of Dr. Witson, now 
of Camp Curtin. The cases were principally from 
the battle of Winchester, brought by Surgeon- 
General Henry H. Smrru. There are cases which 
will not bea? it at once, and require a wire splint 
or swing, but I think that the double inclined 
plane or long splint is not as successful as this 
simple plane. In compound fractures of the 





in the leg by a minie ball. Treatment; cold water, 
doing well. 

CasE VII.—O. D., et 30, Co. F, 51st N. Y. V. 
Gunshot wound through fingers. Amputation by 
the writer; union by first intention. 

Case VIII.—P. E., xt. 30, Co. A, 7th Wisconsin. 
Wounded by buck shot at battle of Bull Run in 
three places, hip, knee and leg, all of these were 
very painful, and upon removal suppuration had 





yplied 
r five 
» and 
o the 
igular 


bearer 
colors 
; cold 


High- 
unded 
water, 


Y. V. 
ion by 


onsin. 
fun in 
e were 
on had 


1863. ] 


taken place around them, their edges being jagged 
and flattened upon the bones. 

Case IX.—T. M., wt. 42, Co. A, 11th P. V. 
Wounded in leg at Bull Run with two balls, 
found both in his pantaloons, fracturing both 
bones of the leg, with extensive comminution so 
complete that he desired amputation, which was 
approved of in consultation, and was performed 
by the writer above the knee; the muscles were 
dark and soft and bled very profusely, there was 
also hemorrhage from the medullary canal of the 
bone, (he had been a hard drinker, and had been 
seven days on the field;) reaction took place 
slowly, but when I left he was doing well, pulse 
good and spirits cheerful; some time after I was 
informed that he died, of what I did not learn. 

Case X.—H. B., Co. E, 24th New York V. 
While lying on his right side was shot on the top 
of head by a round bullet, which, on penetrating 
the bone was cleft almost in two. When removed, 
after he was seven days on the battle-field, the 
writer found his left side paralyzed; on examina- 
tion of the wound by the index finger, there was 
a round body still in the wound. The wound was 
enlarged and the bullet was found completely 
wedged in between the bone. With a pair of 
Pizerce’s Bullet Forceps attempted its removal, but 
they slipped and brought away a portion of lead. 
I then took one blade, and, by a prying motion, 
like a spoon handle, threw it out of.its place; it 
weighed three hundred and fifty grains; several 
pieces of bone were then removed, and the free 
bleeding was checked by the use of ice. In the 
course of a day or two his paralysis became less, 
and when I left he had almost regained the use of 
that side and the muscles of his arm. 

Case XI.—J. H., wt. 19, Co. K, 2d Wisconsin. 
Was shot through the muscles of the thigh while 
standing loading at the battle of Bull Run; a 
round bullet also struck the scapula, which bullet 
I removed by incision and use of the index finger. 
Doing well. 

Casz XII.—E. M., Co. 


F, 5th New York. 
Wounded at Bull Run by a bullet, which struck 


the tibia; amputation on the field below the 
knee; extensive sloughing took place; bone ex- 
posed; amputated at the middle third of the 
thigh by the writer, under the influence of choro- 
form. Recovered. 

Case XIII.—D. W. R. H., Co. K, 24th New 
York. Wounded by shell in frontal bone, destroy- 
ing orbital plate and breaking the bone into nu- 
merous fragments, making an elongated wound 
of two inches; could see the brain, a portion of 
which had been lost, yet vision was not lost, but 
there was ptosis from loss of the attachment to the 
bone. Treatment; careful diet, cold water dress- 
ing; no pain, doing well. It is stated that this 
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man, after he had received this dreadful wound, 
actually loaded and fired off his gun at the enemy. 

Case XIV.—E. F., ext. 27, Co. D, 55th Ohio. 
Ball in right side of head, breaking bone and 
making a wound two and a half by one inch; no 
paralysis ; appetite good; some pain in head; no 
medicine. Treatment; cold water and removal of 
spicule of bone ; hemorrhage checked by ice. 

Cass XV.—A. C., wt. 23, Co. F, 10lst New 
York. Wounded at Bull Run, compound fraé- 
ture of tibia and fibula; from the wound protruded 
a mass of disorganized muscles and tendons. It 
took place while in the act of getting up to load. 
After consultation, it was deemed best to ampu- 
tate at the lower third of the thigh, which was 
performed by the writer with success, under the 
influence of chloroform. This case made a good 
recovery after careful nursing. 

Case XVI.—H. McG., Co. F, 21st Mass. Gun- 
shot wound with fracture of both bones of the 
fore-arm. The arm was amputated on the field 
after the exposure of seven days. The parts 
sloughed, exposing the bone. After rest and free 
stimulants, secondary amputation was performed 
near to the shoulder under the influence of chloro- 
form. The man did well. 


—--- > > 
GUNSHOT WOUNDS: 
Ofthe Hip, upon which Supervened Pyemia and 
Rupture of the Liver. 
By Lewis Hearp, M. D., 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon, U.S. A., Washington, D, C. 


T. McG., aged twenty-six years, occupation a 
blacksmith, and a private in Company H. 121st 
regiment, N. Y. Vols.: of dark complexion, black 
hair, dark eyes; temperate habits, except used 
tobacco excessively; came into Finley General 
Hospital, Washington, D. C., May 8th, 1863, with 
gunshot wound of the left hip, received the 3d of 
the same month, in the battle of Chancellorsville, 
Va. He was placed in the First Ward, under the 
care of Dr. Logan. On examination, the ball (a 
minnie) was found to have entered at a point near 
the anterior inferior spinous process of the ilium, 
and taking a direction backward, had been cut 
out very near the posterior inferier spinous process 
of the same bone, having passed just at the upper 
edge of the acetabulum and the ischiatic notch. 
No hemorrhage; complained of pain in the hip 
and thigh, with inability to use them; pulse 90, of 
good strength ; slight febrile excitement, moderate 
heat of surface; some degree of redness and swell- 
ing about the wounds; but little discharge. 
Bowels constipated; tongue very slightly coated ; 
appetite impaired. He was placed in as easy a 
recumbent posture as possible, water dressings 
applied and an opiate given at night. 
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May 10th. During yesterday had less feverish- 
ness and pain; to have good hospital diet except 
meat; continue the water dressings, and to re- 
lieve the bowels, which were still costive, Ol. ri- 
cini f%i, was ordered to be given in the evening. 
Pulse 80, full and of fair strength ; thirst and heat 
far less. Bowels were well evacuated this morning. 


May 18th. The treatment for the last seven or 
eight days consisted in an occasional laxative of 
Oleum ricini to keep the bowels soluble, and 
opiates given, pro re nata, to procure rest and sleep— 
the water dressings assiduously employed, and the 
wounds kept clean. 

At this time slight chilliness being complained 
of, and the pulse becoming somewhat accelerated 
and of less resistance, with other symptoms of de- 
pression of the nerve power supervening, quinine 
in doses of gr. iij, was prescribed, and directed to 
be repeated every six hours. Milk punch, beef 
tea, chicken broth, and other nutrient articles of 
diet to be given; a laxative every third or fourth 
day to secure a proper state of the bowels, and a 
dose of morphia at bed time. Local treatment as 
before. 

May 25th. The above remedial management has 
been pursued since last date, but no material change 
in the condition of the patient has taken place, 
except that the chilliness has in a great measure 
subsided, and he suffers less pain in the limb, and 
there is some improvement of the appetite. Tinct. 
ferri chloridi qtt. xij., to be given every six hours, 
alternating with Sulph. quinia. Same nutritious 
diet continued with a moderate use of wine. No 
change of dressings. The posterior wound has now 
healed. Discharge from the anterior one free and 
of healthy character. 

May 31st. Up to this period there has been no 
change of treatment, as the patient gave evident 
manifestations of gradual improvement from it ; 
is quite easy when perfectly at rest. Cannot, how- 
ever be moved without severe pain, and even com- 
plains of suffering from the jarring of the floor by 
heavy walking over it. 

At this time, Dr. Logan having been taken ill, 
the patient came under the care of Dr. Water, 
who gave unremitting attention to him till the 
case terminated in death. 


June Ist. At about ten o’clock last night he 
was taken with a severe rigor which lasted half an 
hour, when moderate reaction ensued, and at the 
end of one hour more copious perspiration broke 
out, accompanied with considerable tremulousness 
ofthe hands. This morning he is still perspiring, 
pulse, 130, soft and rather small ; tongue dry and 
brown; some thirst; seemed cheerful and ex- 
pressed hope of recovery. 
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338. 
f3j. 
f3ij. 
f3ij. M. 
Ft. mist. Dose, a teaspoonful every two 
hours. Diet as heretofore. 

June 2d. Patient continued comparatively com- 
fortable through the afternoon of yesterday, but 
at about ten o’clock in the evening another severe 
chill occurred of about the same duration as the 
first, and followed by the same train of morbid 
phenomena. On the morning visit, was still per- 
spiring ; pulse 125, small and non-resisting ; tongue 
dry ; moderate thirst ; tremor of hands the same; 
rather talkative, and expresses strong hopes of 
recovery. 

R. Ext. valerian fluidi, 
Carb. ammon. ij. 
Glycerine, fzj. M. 

Fiat mistura. A teaspoonful to be taken every 
three hours. Gave, also, in addition to what he 
had been taking, quinine in doses of gr. v. ter in 
die. 

Made but little complaint through the day. Diet 
the same; no change of. dressing. 

June 3d. Passed the night without chill; was 
somewhat delirious, with sleep disturbed; skin of 
natural temperature ; pulse 135, of reduced force ; 
tongue still brown and dry; persists in chewing 
his tobacco, the power of habit being so great. 
Has, for some days, had one alvine evacuation 
every twenty-four hours. Tremor of hands and 
arms rather increased than otherwise. Seems to 
require an effort to speak. At twelve o’clock he 
was seized with another severe rigor; pale and 
cadaverous expression of countenance; pulse 
more frequent and very small; and in half an 
hour from the commencement of the chill he died, 
evidently from the extent of the internal conges- 
tion. 


Autopsy, Eighteen Hours after Death, 


Body but little emaciated ; the thigh of wounded 
side at least one-third larger than the other. 

Thorax—Very little effusion into the left pleural 
cavity ; quite extensive old pleuritic adhesions; 
Yongs somewhat congested, but not the least ap- 
pearance of consolidation. No tubercles, nor me- 
tastatic abscesses to be found. 

Heart—Normal. 

Abdomen—Vessels of the peritoneal covering of 
the intestines injected. No effusion into the cavity 
of the abdomen. Liver enlarged to one-third its 
natural size; of healthy appearance on its convex 
surface; but on raising it and exposing its concave 
surface, there was observed a rupture, commencing 
on the posterior edge of the right lobe, some three 


R. Quinia sulph. 
Acid. sulph. aromat., 
Tr. ferri chloridi, 
Aq. pure, 
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inches from the apex, and extending transversely 
to the left three or four inches, and penetrating to 
the depth of, at least, a quarter of an inch, if not 
more, at the edge of the organ. A portion of the 
liver—not far from three and a half or four inches 
in diameter, through which passed the rupture— 
was of a very dark color, nearly black; soft, and 
easily broken down under slight pressure of the 
fingers ; with hardly sufficient cohesion'to sustain 
its own weight. It seemed disorganized—gan- 
grenous. 

On making incisions into this diseased part there 
issued a dark ichorous-looking fluid, not unlike 
that which is discharged from certain soft struc- 
tures in a state of gangrene. No abscess was 
found in any part of the liver. The gall-bladder 
contained two or three drachms of dark-colored 
bile. 

The spleen was very much congested, and en- 
larged to twice its ordinary normal size, and pre- 
sented the appearance of having been denuded of 
peritoneum; was of unusually dark color, and so 
softened as to almost fall to pieces on being han- 
dled. Other abdominal organs were healthy. 

On laying open the track the ball had taken, by 
cutting across the glutei muscles, several ounces 
of pus were discharged, which had burrowed about 
the hip joint and ischiatic notch. 

The ball had passed so near to the upper edge 
of the acetabulum, as to wound the capsule and 
open the joint; the cotyloid ligament and the car- 
tilaginous covering of the head of the femur, were 
corroded and rough to the feel. 4 

No further examination of the limb was made. 
May not this case be considered one of pyzmia, 
though not sufficiently far advanced for the forma- 
tion of metastatic abscesses, the sudden violent 
congestion having taken off the patient before the 
proper stage had arrived for these deposits ? 

It would have been interesting to have exam- 
ined the condition of the veins, to ascertain 
whether there existed suppurative phlebitis or 
not, but there was not sufficient time given for this 
purpose, and it was not done. 

How much the rupture of the liver, and the gan- 
grenous condition of a portion of its structure 
had to do with the sudden termination of the case, 
is a question which cannot well be determined ; 
there can, however, be but little doubt, that 
these, together with excessive congestion consti- 
tute the immediate cause of his death. 

I have frequently witnessed great enlargement 
of the spleen, but do not remember to have seen 
one. presenting the same appearance and condition 
as this one; the rough and abraded surface, I think, 
is not common. 

It is possible the patient may have been suffer- 
ing under the deleterious influence of the malarious 
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poison, although no manifestations of this had 
been observed, till a few days before his death; 
and the symptoms then presented were those com- 
mon to both pyemia and intermittent fever; and 
besides this, there has been no miasmatic disease 
of any kind in the hospital for a long time as I 
can learn; but we have recently had a number_of 
cases of pyemia, some of erysipelas, and one of 


hospital gangrene. 4 





Hospital Reports. 


Putiapetpuia Hospirat, 
February 25th, 1863. 


SurcicaL Cuinic oF Pror. Gross. 
Reported by F. E. Owens, M, D., Resident Physician. 


Staphyloma. 

G. J., xt. thirty-five. Staphyloma of right eye. 
We observe, in this case, a tumor protruding be- 
tween the lids, which seem to pinch it. It is a 
prolongation of the cornea, There are two varieties 
of this disease, the spherical and conical. This is 
spherical staphyloma. A considerable portion of 
the cornea is involved. The patient has had inflam- 
mation of the eyes for along time. The cornea has 
become weakened and attenuated. It is unable to 
resist the pressure from behind. The iris is also 


pushed forward and has become adherent to the cor- 
nea, which has become opaque and abnormally vas- 
cular. This affection is incurable by local applica- 
tions or ordinary means. The operation should be 
} apstneny with a view to wearing an artificial eye. 

e most appropriate remedy is excision of the cone. 
For this purpose, the lids being held carefully out of 
the way, the apex of the tumor is transfixed with a 
tenaculum, and the knife is rapidly carried from 
above downward. Care is taken not to remove too 
much, otherwise the eye may collapse from the evac- 
uation of its humors. If we remove too little, there 
may be areproduction, There is great tendency to 
effusion of the humors of the eye. The cornea is so 
much softened and attenuated that it can scarcely be 
held by the tenaculum, The lens escapes through 
the incision. It is very much softened. The eye is 
immediately elosed by means of adhesive strips, 
which must be so retained for three or four days. 
The object is to prevent the patient from using his 
eyelids, which must be kept perfectly quiet until 
cicatrization takes place. The case must be treated 
antiphlogistically. Give the patient one-third of a 
grain of morphia immediately. This is the only re- 
medy in staphyloma. 

March 26th. The wound healed without an un- 
toward symptom. 


Inflammation of the Eyes—Granular Lids. 

G. MoC., et. thirty. This is a case of violent 
inflammation of the eyes, occasioned, the patient 
tells us, by his getting potash into them. There 
is extensive inflammation of the sclerotic coat, the 
cornea, and of the conjunctiva. The lids are gran- 
ulated, but not so much as they were when he wag 
admitted. They always exist simultaneously on both 
lids, but those on the lower lid aresmaller. They 
are the result of a violent form of inflammation, 
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These little bodies, which are nothing but enlarged 
villi, found in such abundance upon nearly all mu- 
cous surfaces, are never present in ordinary conjunc- 
tivitis, while they are exceedingly common in that 
variety of inflammation which is attended with pur- 
ulent discharge. They sometimes form in an incred- 
ibly short time. By rubbing against the ball of the 
eye, they cause inflammation of the other structures : 
the cornea, the sclerotic coat, and often of the iris it- 
self. The cornea, in one eye, presents a pearly appear- 
ance, in consequence of the deposit of plastic matter. 
In the cornea of the other eye there is an opaque 
spot; the opaque spot is in the substance of the 
cornea; the haziness is superficial. In the South- 
West, where these granulations are extremely com- 
mon, Dr. Gross has seen them form in immense 
numbers, and of quite a large size, in less than forty- 
eight hours after the commencement of the inflam- 
mation which precedes and accompanies them. In 
some regions of that country, especially in the 
Wabash Valley, of Indiana, in the Mississippi and 
other sections, the disease is occasionally epidemic. 
Boatmen, on the rivers, in this part of the country, 
are remarkably prone to its attacks. The disease is 
always attended with a profuse, purulent discharge. 
There is usually much pain, and considerable swell- 
ing of the lids; the former often extends to the tem- 
ples and face. In this case the pain was deep-seated 
in the ball of the eye, but it is now better. His eyes 
have been inflamed for ten months. The general 
health of the patient is good. His skin is moist; 
the tongue is nearly clean; he eats and sleeps well. 

In this house, such cases usually require tonics from 
the commencement; but when the patient’s habits 
of body are good, blood may sometimes be taken 
from the arm, or by leeches from the temples and 
head. The light should be excluded from the eye, 
and let in very cautiously as the case improves. If 
the patient be in a room with fire or gas light, he 
should turn his back to it. Let sulphate of copper be 
applied, in a manner before mentioned, every forty- 
eight hours; this will he often enough. When the 
granulations are large, evert the lid and shave off 
these bodies with a knife, Be careful in performing 
the operation not to injure the tarsal cartilages. 

eave the mucous membrane from which they spring, 
shaving off the granulations. There will be some 
bleeding, which should be encouraged with warm 
water. After the bleeding ceases, draw copper over 
the part, in order to prevent the reproduction of the 

anulations. Occasionally, advantage is derived 
rom nitrate of silver. r. Gross prefers it in 
strong solution, sixty grains to the ounce of water, 
applied with a camel-hair pencil, once a-day. You 
will find all of these cases remarkably obstinate. 
There is no specific treatment. That which we have 
ven is a basis. Could the inflamed surfaces be 
t apart, we could soon cure them. We can cure 
inflammation of the vagina by medicated plugs; 
chancres and balanitis by keeping the parts sepa- 
rated by means of lint. ese are examples of the 
advantage to be derived from separating inflamed 
surfaces. 

Dr. Gross is not much in favor of counter-irrita- 
tion. If used at all, he prefers it low down in the 
neck ; or, what is better, an issue in the deltoid. A 
seton is annoying; a blister is productive of no 
good as a revulsive. Attend to the general health 
and to the various secretions. Early in the case, 
when the patient is robust, restrict the diet. As 
the case progresses, let it be more liberal. Tonics 
will come in play at this stage, and will answer a 
good purpose. Give anodynes at night, to procure 
sleep, and let the patient be kept warm. 

March 26th. His eyes have improved slowly ; qui- 
nine and iron have been administered, and in con- 
junction with this, the following : 

R Liq. potas. arsen., 
Strychnie, 
Sig. Ter. die. 


qtt. vij. 


gr. 1-25. M. 





About this time the patient suffered in consequence 
of severe pain above the eye and in the head. This 
pain came on about ten o’clock at night. Quinine, 
in ten-grain doses, was prescribed at nine o’clock, 
which at first relieved it, but now it seems to be 
losing its effect. ' 


Neuralgia of the Eye. 


M. W., et. twenty-seven. Neuralgia of the eye. 
This girl is entirely blind. On the left side the 
eye has collapsed. On the right side we have that 
variety of opacity known as albugo. It prevents 
the passage of the rays of light, and is incurable. 
The iris is greatly diseased, as well as the other 
structures of the eye. The pain is deep-seated in the 
ball of the eye, and very severe. It begins about five 
o’clock in the evening, and continues all night. 
When the pain is severe, there is much lachrymation. 
She does not suffer much pain in the eye during the 
day, but she has then considerable headache. The 
patient has suffered thus for three weeks. She lost 
the use of her eyes above ten years ago. This is 
simply neuralgia of the eye and the parts around it. 
This affection is sometimes malarious ; sometimes 
occurs without any assignable cause. She has been 
taking five grains of quinine and one-third of a 
grain of morphia, three times, daily. Let her now 
use the following : 

KR Quiniz sulph. 
Acid. arseniosi, 
Strychniaz, 

Morph. sulph., 

Sig. Every four hours. 

Continue this treatment until there is some ring- 
ing in the-ears. We use the above as anti-periodic. 

BR Veratrix, gr. x. 
Cerat. simplicis, 588. M. 

Let this be rubbed on the temple and the roots of 
the hair. There are few cases of neuralgia that will 
resist this combination. This patient was discharged 
March 21st, cured. 


M. 


gr. 1-7. 
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Medical Societies. 


RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Fifty-Second Annual Meeting. 

The meeting was held in the Franklin Society’s 
rooms, Wednesday morning, June 10, Dr. Henry E. 
TURNER, of Newport, the President, in the chair. 
There was a fair attendance of members. 


Dr. Gzo. L. CoLtins presented the Treasurer’s re- 
port, which was read and accepted. 

The Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper of the Southern 
District presented a verbal report of affairs in his 
department. 

Dr. C. W. Parsons, for the committee to name 
delegates to affiliated bodies, presented a verbal re- 
port. 

Upon motion of Dr. U. Parsons, the subject of 
nominating delegates to other Societies was post- 
poned to the semi-annual meeting in December 
next. 

Upon motion of Dr. C. W. Parsons, the President 
and Secretary, were authorized to issue credentials 
to such members as are desirous of visiting other 
societies. 

Dr. 8. A. ARNOLD presented the annual report of 
the Trustees of the Fiske Fund, which was accepted 
and placed on file. No award has been made for the 
dissertations presented during the past year. The 
Trustees offer $100 for the best dissertation on each 
of the following themes :—1. What evidence is there 
that inflammatory and febrile diseases have under- 
gone any change of type? 2. Gunshot wounds, 
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partieularly those caused by 
siles. 

The Secretary presented obituary notices of mem- 
bers deceased during the year, including the names 
of JosePH WaRREN-FEARING and J. JAmEs ELLIS. 
The notices were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. Exy presented the report of the Board of Cen- 
sors, approving the application of Wm. H. TRAVER, 
of Providence, and Cas. G. Burtrick, of New 
Shoreham, to become Fellows of the Society, which 
report was accepted. 

The Society then proceeded to ballot for officers 
for the ensuing year, with the following result :— 

ident—Henry E. Turner, of Newport. 

Vice-Presidents—1. Jervis J. Smith, of Chepachet ; 
2. Otis Bullock, of Warren. 

ing Secretary—B. Lincoln Ray, of Provi- 


Corresponding Secretary—Charles W. Parsons, of 
Providence. 
Treasurer—J. W. C. Ely. 
Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper, Northern District— 
Timothy Newell ; Southern District—T. C. Dunn. 
Board of Censors—David King, of Newport ; 
Joseph Mauran, J. W. C. Ely, of Providence; J. H. 
Eldridge, of East Greenwich; Wm. A. Shaw, of 
Wickford ; Sylvanus Clapp, of Pawtucket ; Geo. W. 
Jenckes, of Woonsocket ; Job Kenyon, of Coventry. 
ration Committee—Drs. Mauran, King, Bul- 
lock, Collins, Snow. ; 
‘lommittee on Publication—Drs. C. W. Parsons, I. 
Ray, and E 


ly. 

Auditing Committee—Drs. Baker and Collins. 

Dinner Committee—Drs. Ely and B. L. Ray. 

Drs. C. W. Parsons and Brown were constituted 
a committee to transfer the Treasurer’s books and 
accounts. 

Wa. H. Traver and Cuas. G. BUTTRICK were 
elected Fellows of the Society. 

Dr. MauRAN presented the report on Registration, 
which was read and accepted. 

Dr. A. H. Dumont was announced as orator for 
the next annual meeting, and Dr. H. E. TURNER as 
substitute. 

An invitation was read from the Rhode Island 
Hospital to the members of this Society to attend 
the meeting of the Hospital Corporation this after- 
noon. The Society thereupon passed the following 
resolution :— — 

Resolved, That this Society view with the ‘deepest 
interest the successful progress of the movement for 
the formation of the Rhode Island Hospital; a 
movement which began with the medical profession 
of the city of Providence, but has now been enlarged 
to embrace the whole State within the scope of its 
beneficent operations ; and we promise the corpora- 
tors of the Hospital all the aid and influence which 
we can furnish in its behalf as physicians and 
citizens. 

The Society then listened to an address of uncom- 
mon interest and usefulness from Dr. Davip KING. 
The address was suggested by the recent occ irrence 
of the semi-centennial anniversary of the foundin 
of the Society. It included, besides its historica 
details, a philosophic account of the various in- 
fluences which made the art of medicine what it was 
at the foundation of this Society, and of those causes 
which have affected its subseqent progress.—Ameri- 
can Medical Times. 

——._—oa———_ 
American Dental Convention. 

The ninth annual session of this body will take 
ena me Tuesday, August 4th, at Saratoga Springs, 

ew 


a 


newly invented mis- 


ork. 


American Dental Association. 
The ar annual meeting of this Association 
takes place in this city, on the last Tuesday, (the 28th) 
of July next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 





PERISCOPF. 





135 


EpirortiaL DerparTMENT. 


Periscope. 


FOREIGN. 
OSTEOMYELITIS SPONTANEA DIFFUSA. 


By Dr. Tu. Demme, 
Lecturer on Surgery and Pathological! Anatomy in the University of 
Bern. 


Translated for the Medical and Surgical Reporter 
By Pror. Louis Bauer, M. D., 
Of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

(Continued from Vol. IX., page 391.] 


Case Ninth. 

J. K., wet. twenty years, had suffered from 
his earliest youth from affection of the glands. At 
his tenth year he was treated in this hospital for 
acute articular rheumatism. Since then he had had 
no relapse, atthough he has always been sickly. His 
present trouble began in October, 1857, with a severe 
chill, without his being able to attribute it to any 
cause. During intense typhoid symptoms which en- 
sued, he was attacked by violent pains in the left 
ankle-joint, which,“during the next day, settled in 
the thigh of the same side. Locomotion was imme- 
diately impossible, and very soon movement of the 
knee-joint was impeded. About the sixteenth day a 
swelling appeared in the middle of the thigh, but 
afterward chiefly in the lower third and in the neigh- 
borhood of the joint. After a treatment of fourteen 
days with leeches and mercurial ointment, the attend- 
ing physician punctured the swelling without, how- 
ever, finding pus. On the 20th the patient came 
under our treatment. The diagnosis was clear from 
former observations. After fourteen more days, dur- 
ing which time the threatening, acute symptoms 
were restrained by means previously described, an 
os was made by the zinc paste, about four and 
a half inches in length, and thus, without the least 
hemorrhage, about three pints of pus were with- 
drawn from between the muscles vastus externus and 
rectus femoris. The periosteum was not touched. 
On account of the burrowing toward the muscles 
simi-membranosus and tendinosus, repeated counter 
openings had to be made. The collection within the 
knee-joint was also relieved. About the seventh 
week, the exhausting suppuration and profuse diar- 
rheea threatened a speedy fatal termination. Decu- 
bitus corresponding with the movable tibial epiphy- 
sis and at the sacrum appeared. 

Not before the tenth week, however, did the lateral 
movement of the joint diminish. Luxuriant perios- 
tial granulations extended from the epiphysis to the 
middle of the femur. About the fifteenth week a 
part of this had been converted into a sequestral 
chamber, which lodged a sequestrum that extended 
even into the epiphysis. The joint was restored toa 
certain degree of mobility. The epiphysis of the tibia 
was still movable. In the sixteenth week the seques- 
tral chamber was partly dissolved, and simultaneous- 
ly appeared an acute wedema and thrombus of the 
femoral and popliteal veins. The sequestrum could 
thus be broken into small pieces and extracted. In 
its largest circumference, it corresponded only to a 
part of the shaft, and its calibre was greatest at the 
epiphysis. Its whole length was about three inches. 
It was also considerably altered by inflammation. 





136 


Its structure exhibited several dilated canals and 
confluent spaces, and was of a dark brown color with 
black spots. In a few weeks, by the use of tincture 
of iodine and pyroligneous acid, the suppuration was 
diminished. From the periosteum and the interior 
of the sequestral chamber, a porous, bony product 
began to form, which increased until the shaft be- 
came almost double its normal size, and, of course, 
re-established its former firmness. 

Under the use of tonics, the strength of the patient 
‘was soon restored, the fistulous tracks closed, and 
on the 14th of May, 1858, (after two hundred and six 
days,) the patient was sent, convalescent, to the 
Schintznach baths. 

Case Tenth. 

-G. G., wet. seventeen years, a feeble and sickly 
lad who, when fourteen years old, had suffered 
from typhus, was received on the 8d of March, 
1858. About three weeks ago he was attacked by 
violent fever and repeated rigors, accompanied by a 
boring pain in the middle of the left thigh. Ina 
few days locomotion became impossible; there was 
a greater fulness observable at the affected locality. 
The attending physician detected, on the eighth day, 
a@ wide-spread, acute cdema, and a deep-seated, 
well-marked, and circumscribed tumefaction, occu- 

ying the middle third of said member. The parts 
nvolved were dense, but not hard. The skin exhi- 
bited a bright red, yellow color. Deep-seated cords 
could be noticed corresponding with the saphenous 
and femoral veins. The fever had assumed a typhoid 
character. In spite of the persistent use of ice and 
depletion, the tumefaction had, at the end of the 
second week, already proceeded beyond the knee- 
joint, which was slightly flexed, but not tender. 

At the fourth week an opening was made by zinc 
paste, but the periosteum was not divided until a 
week later. 

The discharge was sanious and rancid and mixed 
with coagula. The bone was bare to a great extent. 
On account of the pus burrowing, twelve openings 
had to be successively made at the posterior circum- 
ference of the thigh. Death seemed pending, from 
exhaustion ; nevertheless, relief was accomplished 
in two hundred and seventy days. The soft parts 
were sunk in, traversed by deep scars, and fastened 
tothe bone. The femur was almost throughout its 
entire length enlarged. The lower epiphysis double 
its original size, but not displaced. The previously 
abnormal mobility of the knee-joint has become less 
than normal. The union between the tibial epiphy- 
sis and its shaft has been accomplished with a pos- 
terior deviation. In the course of the treatment the 
case was complicated by hypostatic pneumonia. 
There was no necrosis in this case. 


Case Eleventh. 


This case occurring in F. E.., aged 16 years, differs 
but little in essential points from the preceding two, 
and its details can therefore be excluded without 
detriment to this contribution. 

Case Twelfth, 


Eliza M., servant, et. 19 years, received on the 
23d of July, 1860; of a feeble and evidently anemic 
constitution; was attacked about three weeks pre- 
viously by a diffuse osteo-myelitis of the right femur. 
At her reception, the whole thigh was intumesced 
and fluctuating, especially in the neighborhood of 
the epiphysis. The integuments were edematous 
and presented a glossy, dirty pale color. Distention 
of the femur with abrupt termination above and be- 
low. Pulse, small and frequent, exascerbation in- 
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considerable ; tongue coated, no appetite; diarrhea 
and considerable prostration. The treatment was 
internally, tonics—externally, Tinct. of iodine and 
an incision along the lower margin of the vastus- 
externus of five and a half inches in length. The 
periosteum already detached was divided; a con- 
siderable quantity of sanguineous ichor flowed from 
the wound. It was then bandaged as former cases, 
In the sixth week the epiphysis began to separate from 
the shaft. Increased softening of the internal liga- 
ments of the knee-joint, displacement of the epiphy- 
sis of the tibia posteriorly. On account of the 
several abscesses and the infiltration of pus, repeated 
incisions were made. Threatened perforation of 
epiphysis of the tibia, which was, however, prevented 
by proper position. In August, 1860, a favorable 
change was observed. Osteoid growths of the 
periosteum extended over the greater part of the 
femur, particularly thick near the epiphysis, which 
increased in firmness. Normal form of the joint. 
The only condition that remained unaltered was the 
position of the tibia which still retained its abnormal 
mobility. At the end of September, the patient had 
made still further progress. She could raise her 
limb with perfect freedom. Suppuration, however, 
still continued from the first incision. The consoli- 
dation of the epiphysis, and cure, were accomplished 
by the use ofthe plaster of Paris bandage. In October 
the condition of the patient was so favorable that 
she was allowed to get up. But still, the diffuse 
edema continued. At the end of October, the in- 
cision which was about healed, re-opened and dis- 
charged a quantity of ichor, with several sequestral 
fragments. Soon after, in consequence of a new 
febrile action, softening of the osteoid deposits set 
in. The epiphysis again moveable ; joint refilled ; 
paralytic weakness of the limb; a thrombus in the 
femoral vein, increased cedema. Several abscesses 
which had formed on the inferior and inner surfaces 
were re-opened, which also discharged some necrosed 
fragments. By the use of Tr. of Iodine the suppu- 
ration was diminished, and the plaster bandage again 
restored the continuity of the epiphysis with the 
shaft. On the Ist of April, 1861, the patient was 
sent to Schinznach. The femur was thickened to 
almost its full extent. The knee-joint was almost 
perfectly anchylosed. The patella inwardly displaced, 
and the epiphysis of the tibia retaining its former 
sublaxation, and was much thickened. The incisions 
were almost completely cicatrized. The strength 
of the patient was considerably increased by the use 
of iron and cod-liver oil. When standing or walking, 
however, there was still considerable edema and 
impediment of the venous circulation, which was 
shown by the dark blue color of the skin. The 
femoral vein was permeable. 


Thirteenth Case, 


Elizabeth P., wet. 20 years, servant, a chlorotic 
hysterical girl, was received on the 29th of April, on 
account of a diffuse osteo-myelitis of the right femur. 
About five weeks before, she was attacked with 
severe pains in the right thigh, without any attribu- 
table cause. At the end of the first week, after an 
intense fever, a large swelling situated at the lower 
third of the femur was observed. which pressed 
against the tense rectus femoris and vastus-externus, 
and which was characterized by all the symptoms 
already described. The circumference of this joint 
was 11 ctm. more than on the left side. The knee- 
joint was in this case only temporarily comprised in 
the affection, but no purulent collection formed. At 
the fourth week an incision six inches in length was 
made and the limb otherwise treated as before. The 
course of the disease was distinguished by repeated 
attacks of jaundice. Recovery ensued with sclerotic 
and osteo-plastic changes without necrosis. The 
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final cicatrization of the openings was very pro- 
. The patient was, however, discharged on 
the 4th of November, 1861, after a treatment of 189 


days. 
Tannin in Diseases of the Respiratory Organs. 
M. Woruez has described the results which he has 
obtained from the use of tannin in affections at- 
tended with excessive bronchial secretion. He has 
given the medicine in pills, each containing from 15 
to 20 centigrammes (about 2} to 3 grains); of which 
two were taken twice daily at mealtime. The treat- 
ment has always been borne well. When continued for 
a long time, it seemed in two or three cases to produce 
some nausea before meals ; but this ceased on merely 
suspending the medicine during three or four days. 
In no case was obstinate constipation produced. M. 
WoiLieEz first used tannin in brochitis, and subse- 
quently in certain pulmonary congestions, in the 
bronchial dilatation attending the termination of 
some cases of pneumonia, and in phthisis. In bron- 
chitis, with subcrepitant rales occupying at least the 
bases of both lungs posteriorly, M. WorLEz has 
given rhatany (which contains tannin,) and also 
tannin itself, with the effect of diminishing the se- 
cretion. He relates the case of a patient, aged 70, 
who had pulmonary emphysema with bronchitis, 
and of one aged 67, who had an attack of subacute 
bronchitis, in both of whom four-gramme doses of 
rhatany were given each day with distinct benefit. 
On the other hand, tannin has little or no efficacy in 
chronic bronchitis, when the excessive secretion has 
become a kind of organic habit. The preliminary 
congestion which attends severe fevers, especially of 
the typhoid class, has been rapidly removed under 
the use of tannin given in the doses indicated above. 
In one case especially, where the engormement of 
the bronchi was so great as to produce extreme 
dyspnea and cyanosis, these symptoms were rapidly 
removed by the tannin. In the intra-bronchial 
hypersecretion which accompanies uncomplicated 
bronchial dilatation, tannin produced no effect be- 
yond slightly diminishing the abundance of the ex- 
pectoration. M. WoILEz also tried gallic acid in 
these cases, but with scarcely more marked effect.— 
Gaz. des Hip. and Dublin Med. Press. 


DOMESTIC. 
“Scavengers of Nature.” 

In the Report of the Board of Health of the City 
of Sacramento, California, for the year ending March 
$1, 1863, Dr. H. W. Harkness has the following re- 
marks in respect to the influence of the terrible 
inundations of the winter of 1861-2 on the public 
health. They shew a remarkable provision in na- 
ture to counteract the evil effects which might other- 
wise arise from decaying vegetable matter. 

“The sanitary condition of our city during the 
past year fully confirms me in the belief that the 
simple overflow of lands, although existing for 
months during the cold season, is not necessarily 
injurious to the health of the locality, providing 
there be not a large quantity of decomposing vege- 
table matter to poison the atmosphere upon its sub- 
sidence. Of the truthfulness of this theory we have, 
as I think, ample evidence in the results of the flood 
we have of late encountered. 

“The inundation of December, 1861, took place 
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at a time when our city was best prepared for it. 
The vegetation, already completely dessicated by the 
autumnal sun, had almost entirely disappeared ; the 
deposit of alluvion or sedimentary matter buried the 
remainder. ‘This sedimentary deposit, so pernicious 
in many localities, was really to us benificent. Had 
the supply of water been derived from the drainage 
of table lands, covered with lakes and swamps, 
bringing with it the debris of the previous summer’s 
luxuriant growth, together with the myriad germs of 
plants of a microscopic and larger growth, the re- 
sults would, no doubt, have been far different. But 
such was not the case. The water was derived éx- 
clusively from the American river, supplied from an 
exceedingly mountainous and sterile tract of coun- 
try, furnishing but little of that material which 
would contaminate the atmosphere, and, beside the 
cottonwood and willow, but few of the germs for 
future growth. 

“Owing to the above named causes and the low 
temperature of the waters, no deleterious effects 
were apparent on its subsidence. But- there were 
those who believed that much mischief would result 
from the great numbers of pools left in every part of 
the city, and that when these became heated by a 
semi-tropical sun, fevers would prevail to an alarm- 
ing extent. These sad forebodings were, happily, 
not realized. 

To the student of natural history these small 
bodies of water were a great source of instruction 
and delight. In no place on this continent, perhaps, 
was there ever a better field for the observation of the 
microscopic world. In none, owing to favorable 
accidents, was there a greater diversity of the living 
organisms which the microscope reveals. 

** These bodies of water were the favorite localities 
of the vast family of microscopic plants, whose 
germs are in many instances conveyed in the air. 
Amongst these may be mentioned the Valvoz Globa- 
tor, the Bacillaria, the Diatomea Vulgare, and the 
great family of the Conjugatea, all of which are 80 
minute as to betfivisible to the unaided tye. These, 
if allowed to multiply without hindrance, would 
soon fill the water, and, although not noxious in 
their living and growing condition, would, on their 
death and decay, poison the air we breathe. Such 
results are counteracted by a new set of living organ- 
isms more wonderful still. 

** All our citizens have noticed the green scum 
found floating on the surface of shallow ponds, from 
which they are accustomed to turn with disgust, and 
ascribe to it some injurious property. Push aside 
with a cane this apparently filthy covering, and you 
will observe the water, which but a day or two since 
was turbid, is now sweet and clear, 


“Bring a portion of this green scum under the 
powers of the microscope, and it is found to consist 
of innumerable slender cylindrical-formed animal- 
eules (the Hnchelia of Ehrenberg), whose interiors 
impart the color from their distention with vegetable 
matter. And thus has this wonderful change been 
brought about by the innate wants of this living and 
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growing spec, varying in size from 1-1200 to 1-400 
of an inch ; the matter which would otherwise decay 
and putrify is removed and its noxious effects on 
man and beast prevented. Other pools are alive 
with Monads, still more minute, whose bodies, from 
the same cause, impart to the water a tint of paler 
green. Others, again, are teeming with the Rotifer 
Vulgaris and the Paramecium, presenting the appear- 
ance of a greasy film as they float upon the surface 
of the water; the Vorticella Convullaria, with its 
wonderful apparatus for obtaining its food; the 
Brachionis, with its tortoise-like shell ; the Vibriona, 
with elongated bodies so small as to require an in- 
strument of great power in order to observe them, 
and many other varieties, all actively engaged either 
in the destruction of vegetable matter or in preying 
upon one another. 

“In this manner the equilibrium between the 
minute vegetable and animal kingdoms is preserved 
by the action of these living atoms, who have well 
earned the title of ‘Scavengers of Nature.”? The 
water is rendered sweet and clear, and many of the 
fairest portions of earth are made fit for the habita- 
tion of man.” 


Pregnancy of a Young Girl. 

We find the following extraordinary case in the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dr. Jos1axn Curt!8, of this city, in his Annual Re- 
port to the Legislature, of the Marriages, Births and 
Deaths in the State for the year 1858, alluded to this 
very remarkable case, and being much interested in 


it, he has since that time collected the most satisfac- 
tory evidence of the facts. For the last year or 
more, Dr. C. has been at the South with the Army, 
and at the last meeting of the Society, portions of 
letters were read that were sent by him :—Ist, from 
Mr. ALLEN PrEspBy, one of the Overseers of the 
Poor in the town of Taunton, in this State; 2dly, 
from Dr. Atrrep Bayes, of Taunton; and 3dly, 
from Mr. Davip Bassett, Superintendent of Alms- 
house at Taunton. 

Mr. P. says (Nov. 15, 1858) :—** EL1zaBETH DRayY- 
TON was born at the Almshouse in this town, May 
24th, 1847; so says the record in the old Family 
Bible belonging to that establishment, and so also 
says Dr. ALFRED BAyLiEs, who was with the mother 
when ELIzaBeTH was born. His book also corres- 
ponds with the time and circumstance. Dr. BaYLies 
was also with EL1zaBerTH on the first day of February 
last, when this male child was born, a nice, full- 
grown, plump baby, weighing eight pounds, good 
weight. These are facts, against which there does 
not exist a shadow of a doubt. 

“The reputed father of this child is a lad said to 
be about 15 years old, and belongs to the State of 
Maine. There are some circumstances in this case 
which go to prove that this precocious girl was preg- 
nant twenty-four days before she was 10 years old. 
On the first day of May, 1857, they were detected in 
their illicit pleasures by his aunt, who lives in Nor- 
ton, with whom she had lived two years or more, 
and to whose house he had come to make a visit of 
two or three weeks. Immediately after they were 
caught together, he was sent home forthwith to his 
father, who resides in Bangor, Me. The child was 
born the first day of February, 1858, leaving a space 
of just nine months. He is a fine little fellow, of a 
very handsome model, hair curls a little, has a bright 
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blue eye, and to all human appearance he has the 
essential elements in him to make a great man. His 
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growth thus far corresponds with his age. The 
mother is a fleshy, healthy girl, and rather larger 
than girls of her age.” 

Dr. B. (Dec. 20th, 1859) gives the same dates as 
Mr. P. for the birth of the mother and her child, and 
says :—** They are of pure Yankee blood and in fine 
health. The mother menstruated once or twice be- 
fore conception, was of good size forher age, and 
was tolerably healthy during gestation, but had a 
rather lingering time at her confinement, which 
lasted two or three days, though perfectly natural. 
The child weighed at birth 8 pounds, and to-day he 
weighs 37 1-2 pounds. The child nursed his mother 
until last March, at which time he was weaned, 
though from poucity of nourishment he was fed 
somewhat after three months. The reputed father 
of this child was at the time of conception, between 
16 and 17 years of age. The Warden of our Alms- 
house, both he and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Basset? 
think the little boy uncommonly smart, and in ap- 
pearance he beats all the boys of his age that I have 
seen. He appears well formed, and of great mus- 
cular strength. 

Mr. Basserr (April 28, 1861) also confirms the 
dates as to the birth of the mother and child. ‘“‘ This 
last,” he says, “is now living with us at the Alms- 
house. His weight is 46 pounds, he is 3 feet 5 inches 
high, he enjoys very good health and always has; 
is very strong fora ehild of his age, both in body 
and mind, and shows a strong desire to be captain 
in all the athletic plays which the children generally 
engage in, some of whom are much his seniors in 
age. * * * The mother was rather large 
of her age, and for nearly a year was complaining ; 
she now has perfect health.” 


Reviews and Book Notices. 


Mitchell’s New, General Atlas, containing Maps 
of the various Countries of the World, Plans of 
Cities, etc., etc. Philadelphia: Published by 8. 
Aveustus MITCHELL, Jr., 31 South Sixth Street. 
1863. Price $7. 

We have received a copy of this splendid work. It 
is in large, quarto form, substantially bound, and 
contains fifty-three quarto maps, besides plans, in 
all, eighty-four maps and plans, added to which are 
twenty-eight pages comprising a list of Post-offices 
in the United States, and some valuable statistical 
tables. These tables consist of a comparative view 
of the population of the United States, by States and 
Counties, for the years 1850 and 1860; a table of 
population, governments, etc., of the world; a table 
of distances between foreign ports and cities, and of 
land routes between places within the United States ; 
the mountains of the world; and the rivers of the 


world. 

The changes in the map of the United States, made 
by the last Congress, are indicated, giving the bounds 
of the new territories of Dacotah, Idaho, and Ari- 
zona, and the new State of West Virginia. There 
are also plans of the principal cities of the United 
States. 

In such times as these, when events are constantly 
transpiring that every one is interested in, such an 
atlas is invaluable for reference and worthy of a place 
on the centre table in every family. 


Veterinary Medical Association. 

The Veterinary Medical Association, met at the 
Astor House, New York, on the 9h inst. The elec- 
tion of officers resulted in the choice of Dr. J. H. 
Stickney, of Boston, for President; R. W. Curtis, 
of New York, as Vice President, and A. 8. Logzmanx, 
of New York, as Secretary. Able and interesting 
addresses on the nature and treatment of horses were 
delivered by Drs. McCLurE, Jonzs and others. 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 27, 1863. 


MALIGNANT SCARLATINA; 
“Spotted Fever.” 

In the Reporter of May 23d, we spoke briefly of 
a form of disease which has for some time been 
prevailing near the City of Philadelphia, and which 
has attracted considerable attention, under the 
name of ‘‘ Malignant Scarlatina.”” As we had 
seen noe of the disease ourselves, we published 
an account of it from the pen of an intelligent cor- 
respondent, who quoted the views of several 
physicians, some of whom we know to be men of 
intelligence, and who regarded the disease, as 
it fell under their observation, as a malignant 
form of Scarlatina. We have seen no description 
of the disease as yet that would induce us to give 
it another name, though we are aware that it is 
regarded by some as a ‘* new disease.” 

A correspondent, who dates his communication 
from Falls of Schuylkill, denies emphatically that 
the disease is Malignant Scarlatina, and quotes 
several eminent physicians of this city as agree- 
ing with him. The symptoms detailed by our 
correspondent are as follows: ‘‘The disease com- 
menced with a chill, followed by pain in the head, 
delirium, and spots, of a livid, or purple appear- 
ance, each spot entirely distinct or separate, vary- 
ing in size from an eighth to half an inch in diam- 
eter, and ragged in appearance. Most of the 
patients complained of pain in some part of the 
extremities in a circumscribed spot, and at which 
point no redness could be observed. The soreness 
of throat was entirely nervous spasm, so that the 
patient for a few hours could not swallow, but 
this would soon pass away, after which there was 
no further complaint. The pulse was weak and 
quick, with great nervous disturbance, the patient 
tossing and throwing himself about the bed so as 
to require two or three attendants.’’ 

As this journal is a medium for the exchange 
of thonght, we trust that such of our readers as 
have had an opportunity of observing this disease, 
be it in their opinion a form of Scarlatina or not, 
will aid in elucidating its history, course, symp- 
toms and treatment. So far as at present appears, 
We See no occasion to dignify the. disease with a 





new name, and have no doubt that an intelligent 
comparison of the affection, as it has apprared 
in different localities, will place it in an existing 
classification of diseases, without burdening our 
already too extended nosology with a new name, 
and until we are satisfied that the description 
first given us is incorrect, or the views erroneous, 
we shall continue to apply to it the name at the 
head of this article. 

—_4#—__e-2—___——- 

BOARD OF HEALTH, 

Sacramento, Cal. 

The sanitary interests of the City of Sacra- 
mento, California, are in the hands of five medi- 
cal men, one of whom, certainly, we know to be 
thoroughly competent to perform the duties of the 
position. In thus appointing medical men, who, 
by virtue of their office are sanitarians, the citi- 
zens of Sacramento have shown a wisdom and 
foresight that ought to commend themselves to 
the inhabitants of every city in the land. We 
have no doubt that the labors of Dr. Locan and 
his coadjutors will impress themselves on the city 
of Sacramento for all time, and that thus, future 
generations will have cause to bless the policy 
which, in the early history of their city, placed its 
sanitary interests in hands that were compe 
tent by education and habit to recommend such 
measures as were calculated to secure the highest 
degree of health attainable in a large city. 

When will the time come ‘that the sanitary 
interests of all our towns and cities’ shall be taken 
away from the mere politician, and placed in the 
hands of competent men ? 


The Profession of Cincinnati and the Surgeon- 
General. 

The following account of the proceedings of a 
meeting of the Profession in Cincinnati we find in 
the Lancet and Observer of that city : 

A meeting of the Regular Medical Profession of 
Cincinnati convened pursuant to call in the lecture- 
room of the Medical College of Ohio, Wednesday 
morning, May 27th, to consider the late Circular 
No. 6 of the Surgeon-General of the United States 
in reference to the use of calomel and tartar emetic. 
Dr. L. M. Lawson was called to the chair, and Dr. 
W. B. Davis, was elected Secretary. On motion, 
Drs. Comers, Grasam, and Dope, were ap- 
pointed a committee to report the sense of the 
profession of this city, and the meeting adjourned 
to meet on Saturday, 30th May. 
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At the adjourned meeting, there was present a 
large gathering of the profession, and a full and 
hearty expression of opinion was given by many 
of the gentlemen present, endorsing the spirit of 
a report, which was read by a Committee, and 
unanimously adopted. Appended to the Report 
are the following resolutions and discussions : 


Resolved, That the removal of W. A. Hammonp 
from his position as Surgeon-General would meet 
the approbation of the profession, be of advantage 
to our soldiers, and creditable to the Government. 

Resolved, That these proceedjngs be published. 

Pending the consideration of the report, several 
medical gentlemen gave their observations in 
different portions of our army and in General 
Hospitals. 

Dr. C. Muscrort said: ‘‘I have been in the ser- 
vice eighteen months, in Western Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, and have seen no cases of 
salivation or any abuse of mercury; a part of the 
time I have acted as Medical Director of a division 
of the army.’’ 

Dr. G. C. Buackman said: ‘‘I have seen as many 
hospitals and as many battle-fields as any man in 
the army. I was along time Medical Director of 
General Mitchell’s Division: was two months at 
General McClellan’s headquarters on the Penin- 
sula, inspected General Franklin’s Division; yet 
saw nor heard of any mercurial salivation or gan- 

me.”? 

Dr. MENDENHALL stated that he had recently in- 
spected for the United States Sanitary Commission 
the hospitals at Washington and field-hospitals of 
the army of the Potomac, and, although his atten- 
tion was directed to the effects of mercury as a 
remedy, yet he neither saw nor heard of any cases 
of salivation. 

Drs. Jupkins and Comgcys, who had acted as 
Sanitary Inspectors for New York city and vicinity, 
saw no cases of salivation or gangrene. 

Dr. Sextoy, who had been over a year in the 
army of Western Virginia, had known of no abuses 
of the remedy. 

Letters from Louisville, and other information, 
corroborated the above statements. 

L, M. Lawson, M. D., 


Chairman. 
W. B. Davis, M. D., 
Secretary. 





Notes and Comments. 


* 


Ergotism in Ohio, 


Dr. E. Lyxcu, of Lancaster, Ohio, in a recent 
communication speaks of some peculiar phenome 
ena which have manifested themselves in his 
female patients. He says, ‘‘I have had under my 
treatment for the last eighteen months, from 
thirty-five to forty patients who seemed to be unani- 
mous in describing their feelings in the following 
manner. A continual nausea, and, sometimes, a 
sense of weight or pain in the head, also, a dilata- 
tion of the pupils, vertigo frequently during the 
day, particularly when stooping. They also com- 
plain of lassitude, a sensation of swelling and ten- 
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sion of the lower par: of the abdomen, of lumbar. 
and sacral pains, and weight in the loins, men- 
struation very irregular and profuse.”’ 

Dr. Lyncx attributes these anomalous symptoms 
to the use of rye bread, and infusion of rye as a 
substitute for tea and coffee, believing that the 
rye contains ergot sufficient to account for the 
symptoms. 

Dr. Lyncu concludes as follows: ‘*I remember 
the remarks made use of by one of my professors 
twenty-five years ago, in a lecture on rye, the 
celebrated Byrryez, of Glasgow, Scotland, in which 
he said the grain was adapted only to be manufac- 
tured by brewers and distillers.’ It is, however, 
only the diseased portions of the rye—the ergot— 
that gives rise to the symptoms detailed above. 
If pains is taken to remove these diseased grains, 
no unpleasant symptoms will result from the use 
of rye. This is demonstrated in the constant use 
made of it for bread by farmers in almost every 
portion of the country. 

Berkshire, Masz., Medical Society. 

The forty-first annual course of lectures in this 
institution begins early in August next. This is 
one of our very best country medical schools. It 
has been established a long time, and has achieved 
quite an enviable reputation. Its facilities for 
teaching are good, and the classes are usually 
quite large. Its summer reading term, which is 
gratuitous to those who attend the lectures, has 
just commenced. 

The Trustees have established a chair of Military 
Surgery and Hygiene, on which a full course of 
lectures will be given by Professor Wm. WARREX 
GREENE. 

Pittsfield, Mass., where the College is located, 
is one of the most beautiful towns in New England, 
which is saying a great deal. The society is good, 
and the situation altogether a favorable one for 
study. The ‘college building is new, and well 
adapted to the purpose. 


Vital Statistics. 

In the year 1861, for which the returns have lately 
been completed, 26 persons were killed by lightning 
in England, 44 railway passengers by accidents oc- 
curring without their own fault, 4 persons by hydro- 
phobia, 11 men were executed, 63 persons died from 
privation, 529 from insanity, 258 persons were acci- 
dentally puisoned, 982 men and 365 women commit- 
ted suicide, (6 of these people were above 85 years 
old, 9 were under 15,) 2,351 persons were accidently 
drowned, 524 men and 183 women died of alcoholism, 
16 men and 24 women died of melancholy, 1 man of 
rage, 2 women of fright; 12,056 men and 15,317 
women died of no other cause than old age. The 
oldest person who died in the year was a woman of 
112 in Flintshire. 
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Correspondence. 


FOREIGN. 


LETTER FROM W. N. COTE, M. D. 
Geneva, Feb. 9, 1863. 
(Continued from page 111.) 


Prize Questions, 

The Academy of Medicine offers the following 
prize questions: To trace the history of Pellagra, 
(5,000 frs., Ist of April, 1864); On the application 
of electricity to therapeutics, (5,000 fr., 1st of April, 
1866); On the preservation of members by preserv- 
ing the periosteum, (the Academy offers 10,000 fr., 
the Emperor also 10,000 fr., 1st of April, 1866.) 
Could not some of our American doctors enter upon 
the list of competitors and write some treatises on 
these subjects ? 

Obesity. 

I borrow the following curious cases of obesity 
from an interesting book just published by M. 
FERDINAND CAUNIERE, entitled, De la Médicine 
Naturelto Indo-Malgache. In a well constituted 
adult the proportion of fat is not more than about a 
twentieth of the weight of the whole body. It may 
exceed that proportion to a certain extent, without 
inconvenience, but it becomes a regular disorder 
when it reaches the proportion of one-half. Indi- 
viduals have been known to weigh from 600 Ibs. to 
800 lbs. A man spoken of by Wanpp had attained 
the enormous weight of 980 lbs. An Englishman 
named BricHT, mentioned by Cog in the ‘ Philo- 
sophical Transactions,’ weighed 616 Ibs. at his death, 
at the age of ten he had weighed 1401bs. BERTHOLIN 
mentions a child of that age who weighed 200 lbs. 
Drs. Percy and Laurent mention a young German 
woman, who at her birth weighed 13 Ibs., at the age 
of six months, 42 lbs., at the age of six years, she 
could carry her mother and promised to become un- 
usually muscular. At twenty she weighed 450 lbs. 
She measured five feet ten inches inheight. The cir- 
cumference of her arms was 18 inches. She could 
carry 250 lbs. in each hand. Was active, and could 
walk for an hour without feeling fatigued. She did 
not eat more than an ordinary person. Drank tea in 
abundance, and was remarkable for her good humor. 
As a general thing, obesity is not accompanied with 
longevity. Most fat people are of a plethoric habit, 
and the functions of the principal organs are always 
more or less impeded, which naturally causes various 
affections. M. CAUNIERE’s book contains several 
curious facts, and some useful hints, derived from 
his experience of the wonderful cures performed by 
the natives of Madagascar, who only use medicines 
drawn from the vegetable kingdom, and to whom 
bleeding, whether by the lancet or leeches, blisters 
and cauteries, are unknown. 


Logwood as a Disinfectant, 


. Dr. Demartes informs us that his plan of disin- 
fecting gangrenous sores by the extract of campeachy 
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wood, which I mentioned some months back, has 
been tried with success in the French ambulances in 
Mexico. 


Experiments with Sulphur. 

M. Drerzensacuer of Germany, has published an 
account of some curious modifications which might 
be produced in sulphur, by asmall quantity of iodine, 
bromine, or chlorine. Sulphur then becomes mal- 
leable at the ordinary temperature, and remains so 
for a length of time. It is moreover transformed into 
insoluble sulphur, discovered some years ago by M. 
CHARLES St. CtarreE Devitiz. If 400 parts of sul- 
phur be heated with one part of iodine, at a temper- 
ature of 356 degrees F., the mixture, when cold, 
presents a mass possessing elasticity, which it pre- 
serves some time. Iodide of potassium produces the 
same effect. Sulphur, thus treated, becomes insolu- 
ble in the sulphuret of carbon, which, however, as- 
sumes a violet color. Bromine mixed with sulphur, 
in the proportion of 1 per cent., produces a yellow 
mass resembling wax, and much softer than the pre- 
ceding one. Only about 20 per cent. of this com- 
pound will dissolve in the sulphuret of carbon. A 
current of chlorine passed over sulphur at a tem- 
perature of 475 deg. F., produces a mass which is 
easily drawn into threads, and the fragments of 
which will join by pressure. After handling it for a 
few hours it will suddenly become hard and insoluble 
in the sulphuret of carbon. 


Manufacture of Sugar. 

M. REYNOLD writes on the application of bisulphite 
of lime to the manufacture of sugar. He states that 
this bisulphite, when used alone without any admix- 
ture of lime, is extremely hurtful, even when the 
nature of the juice requires it, since it not only does 
not replace the lime as a purifying substance, but 
also leads to transformations which cause a great 
deal of sugar to be lost. Thus the sulphurous acid 
of the bisulphite, in absorbing oxygen, is trans- 
formed into sulphuric acid, while the remaining sul- 
phite is changed into sulphate of lime. Now, 
sulphuric acid, when brought into contact with cane 
sugar, transforms it, first, into grape sugar, and then, 
by further action, into ulmic and formic acid, and 
also into ulmina. Whenever, therefore, the bisul- 
phite of lime is used, it ought to be mixed with an 
excess of lime. The juice of the cane should never 
present the slightest acid reaction when brought into 
contact with litmus paper. 


Ventilation. 

You remember that a few months ago I mentioned 
an interesting paper by Gen. Morin, on the ventila- 
tion produced in apartments by fire-places. Since 
then he has chosen for his experiment the room of 
the Director of the Conservatoire des Arts et Mitiers. 
This room may be heated at pleasure, either by a fire 
in the fire-place, or by a mouth of the calorifire of 
the establishment. Experiments were first instituted 
to ascertain the volume of air evacuated by the fire- 
place by the mere action of the difference of tem- 
perature of the outer and inner atmosphere. This 
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natural ventilation was found to be, on an average, 
400 cubic metres of air per hour, when the outer 
temperature was between 35.3 and 50 Fahr., and the 
inner temperature was between 64.4 and 71.6 Fahr. 
Hence, this room is sufficiently ventilated by the 
mere aspiration of the chimney, even when, instead 
of one person, it contains, as it sometimes happens, 
ten or twelve. Direct experiments afterward showed 
that the mouth of the calorifire introduced 157 cubic 
metres of air at 68 F. per hour, when the tempera- 
ture of the calorifire was between 158 and 212; but 
when the temperature of the calorifire was 113 de- 
grees, it only furnished 123 cubic metres. The quan- 
tity of air thus introduced through the interstices of 
two windows and two doors was found to be 246 
eubic metres per hour. The fire-place drew from 
1.200 to 1.800 cubic metres of air per hour, the 
amount of wood consumed being 8.26 kilogrammes, 
(about 16 lbs.) per hour. The same quantity of air 
was drawn when the fire consisted of coal, the quan- 
tity burnt being 4 kilogrammes, 8 lbs.) per hour. 
From these experiments, it appears that nearly the 
whole of the warmth produced by combustibles in 
an apartment, is carried off through the chimney, 
and the only useful part of it is obtained by radia- 


tion. 
(To be continued.) 


DOMESTIC. 


A TUMOR OF THE FOOT 


Weighing Nineteen Pounds. 
Snow Hutt, Mpb., June 2d, 1863. 


Eprtor MED. AND SurG. RePorTER :—Thinking 
that this case, (from the size of the tumour in that 
locality) is a rare one, and that for this reason it may 
be regarded as one of interest, I propose to report it. 

It occurred in a woman of nervous temperament— 
wt. 30, at the time of its removal. It first appeared 
in early childhood (at which time, from what I have 
learned of the history of the case, it seemed to be a 
mere swelling of the ankle joint) and increased in 
size until or nearly to the time it was removed. 

The tumor was adherent to the skin, and seemed 
to be in close connection with the joint. The foot 
had never grown to the normal size, and the leg, 
which seemed to have indurated veins on the lower 
portion, had wasted very much within a few years. 
The pulse and expression of the countenance indi- 
cated debility and grave suffering. The skin and 
superficial veins of the lower half of the leg being 
involved, as well as from the great bulk of the tumor 
and the small size and deformity of the foot, ampu- 
tation, below the knee, was decided upon. The 
patient did not at first assent to it, but it was not 
long before her suffering was such that she begged 
to have it done. Assisted by Dr. ‘Upsnur, I ampu- 
tated the limb about five inches below the knee. The 
stump was healed within three or four weeks. If 
microscopic evidence can be relied upon, this tumor 
(twelve months prior to the operation) might have 
been regarded as what has been described as ‘ re- 
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curring fibroid.’ Weight of tumor with foot and 
portion of leg amputated, twenty-one and. three- 
fourths pounds, the tumor alone weighing upward 
of nineteen pounds. 

J. B. R. PURNELL. 


GARIBALDI PROBE. 
PuitapeLpuia, Fune 13, 1863. 


EpITOR MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL REPORTER :—The 
ingenuity of Nexaton having furnished a much 
needed instrument in the bisque probe for the detee- 
tion of the presence of musket balls lodged in the 
body, in cases where the diagnosis lies between bone 
and lead ; and the procuration of bisque rods being 
often difficult, I have to advise the use of white, or 
opalescent glass as a substitute. I have frequently 
and successfully made use of the latter myself, du- 
ring the past five months, in cases of doubt, in the 
Sixteenth street U. 8. A. Hospital, and am sure that 
it possesses every advantage of the former material, 
beside another of great value often times, in that it 
is readily obtainable at any glass store, and is quite 
inexpensive. Arod of the requisite thickness and 
color may be simply and readily prepared by first 
rounding the end a little, by holding it in the flame 
of a spirit lamp, and then rasping it off with emory 
paper. 

This, passed down and slowly rotated, with gentle 
pressure against the ball, will attach to itself the 
leaden mark so intimately, as to again require the 
use of the emory paper to entirely remove it. 

Epw. L. Dusr, M. D. 


DISEASE OF CERVICAL NERVES. 
Poucnxeepsiz, N. Y., Fune 11, 1863. 


EpiTtor MEDICAL AND SurGICcAL REPORTER :—Du- 
ring the month of August last, a man twenty-seven 
years of age, a painter by trade, called on me, and 
wished to know if I could cure him, if not, he would be 
obliged to give up work and die. He said that he had 
advised with a number of physicians in relation to 
his case, and as yet had not received any benefit, and 
that now, his life had become almost insupportable 
to him. 

He said, in 1855 a pain seized him on the left side 
of his neck, on a line with the fourth cervical verte- 
bra, which felt to him like the sting of a bee. After 
remaining there for some months, it appeared to ex- 
tend to the opposite side of the neck on a line with 
the same vertebra. 

From these two points the pain, accompanied with 
extreme sensibility of the skin, spread over the front 
of the neck, down to the shoulders, and over the fore 
part of the chest. At times, he said, he would feel 
intense pain at the extremity of the coccyx and in 
his heels. For a long time he could neither wear 
shirt collars nor suspenders from the great pain they 
caused him. 

Sometimes he would be obliged to pass the greater 
part of the nights in walking the floor and rubbing: 
his neck. Latterly, he said, it was impossible for him 
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to obtain a night’s rest. When he lay down it was 
necessary to bolster himself up in order that no pres- 
sure should be made on his neck. 

On examination, I found it gave him great pain to 
make pressure on any one of the cervical vertebre 
above the fifth. This circumstance led me to think that 
the cause of his suffering was in consequence of a 
disease at the roots of the cervical nerves. In accord- 
ance with this diagnosis, I began the treatment. An 
issue of the size of a dime was made over the fourth 
cervical vertebra with caustic potassa. An issue has 
been kept discharging over one of the vertebre for 
at least eight months. 

After the issue had been discharging for some time, 
Icommenced giving him Hydriodate of potassa in 
three grain doses, three times a day. He is so much 
better now, that he considers himself cured. 

His gratitude is unbounded, to think he has ob- 
tained relief from those sufferings that he endured so 
many years. 

Per LEE Pine, M. D. 


oo of oF 


News and Miscellany. 


United States General Hospital Report. 

Report of the number of beds occupied by the sick, 
number of vacant beds, and total number of beds, in 
the United States General Hospitals, for the week 
ending May 9, 1863. 

Localities. 

Department of Washington 7,964 
Baltimore District, Middle Dep'’t....... 3,941 
Philadelphia District, Middle Dep’t.. 3.830 
Department of the East. 3,853 
Department of Virginia, 
District of Western Virginia 
District of Ohio 
District of Kentucky...... 
District of Indiana.}.........seescssssesees 
District of Illinois../........s0000 * 
Department of Missouri......... 
Department of the Cumberlan 
Department of the Tennessee.. . 
Department of the Northwest-.. 
Department of North Carolina 
Department of the South. 
Department of the Gulf, 


Occupied. Vacant. Total. 





It is in contemplation to close several of the hos- 
pitals in Baltimore and other cities, particularly those 
for which the United States is paying high rent. 

NAMEs OF HosPiTaLs.—The General Hospital Ocean 
House, Portsmouth, Va., has been called the “‘Bal- 
four”? Hospital, in memory of Surgeon BaLrour, 
who died in 1830, after thirty-eight years’ service in 
the army and navy. 

The General Hospital “‘8tewart’s Mansion,” Balti- 
more, Md., has been called the “‘ Jarvis’? Hospital, in 
memory of the late Surgeon N. 8. Jarvis, United 
States army, who died while Medical Director of the 
Middle Department. 

The General Hospital, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, 
Pa., to be known as the “*Mower” Hospital, in 
memory of the late Surgeon Taomas MowEn, United 
States army, for many years Chief Medical Purveyor, 
United States army. 

The General Hospital, at West Philadelphia, Pa., 
to be known as the “‘ Satterlee’? Hospital, in honor 
of the eminent, faithful and meritorious service of 
Surgeon R. 8. SATTERLEE, United States army. 

The General Hospital, at Fort Schuyler, New York, 
to be known as the “McDougall”? Hospital in honor 
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of the eminent services of Surgeon CHarLEs McDov- 
GALL, United States army. 

The General Hospital, at David’s Island, New York, 
to be known as the “De Camp” Hospital, in honor 
of the long and faithful services of Surgeon 8. G. L 
De Camp, ‘United States army. 


Appoiniments. 


Drs. Wr1am F. Norris, Epwarp Cow zs, and 
MicHaEL Hitiary, have been appointed Assistant 
Surgeons in the regular army. 


Medical Director. 


Surgeon J. G. Hatonirt, U. 8. A., is Medical 
Director of the District of Eastern Kentucky, Ash- 
land, Ky. . 


Hospitals in Nashville, 
Nashville is the base of operations of the army of 
the Cumberland under Gen. Rosecrans. A corres- 
pondet of the NW. Y. Daily Times says : 


Nearly all its churches and public buildings, such as 
High Schools, University, Medical College, Gun Fac- 
tory, are devoted to the use of the sick and wounded. 
There are 24 hospitals here, containing each an aver- 
age about 200 patients. I have examined several of 
them, and find their condition excellent, comparing 
well with that of the Washington City Hospitals, 
which are often made the subject of high encomium. 
They are much superior, I learn, to those of Louis- 
ville and Cincinnati, as a rule. The buildings used 
for the purpose here, are nearly all spacious with su- 
perb ventilation, and from being located many of 
them on the outskirts of the city, and on elevated 
ground, enjoy fresh, cool air, with wide and beanti- 
ful views of the surrounding country—a circumstance 
of great importance to the valetudinarian. Our brave, 
suffering soldiers well deserve all the eomforts that 
can be rendered them. 


A Magnificent Hospital. 
We learn that the Government has purchased 120 
acres of land a short distance north of Jeffersonville, 


Indiana, on the Ohio river, for the purpose of erect- 
ing an extensive hospital for our sick and wounded 
soldiers and sailors in the West. The various build- 
ings (and we presume a burying ground) are to cover 
60 acres, while the other 60 acres are to be laid ont 
into a garden, to raise fruits and vegetables for the 
occupants of the hospital, and on which the conva- 


590 | lescents will be employed. The hospital is intended 


to accommodate 8000 persons, is to be made a per- 
manent institution, and, consequently, will be con- 
structed with the greatest care as regards convenience. 
It is to be furnished with gas, water from the river, 
and every modern improvement that experience has 
demonstrated of value, or the laws of hygeia can 
suggest as desirable. Contrabands are daily expected 
to arrive from the other side of the Ohio river to 
commence leveling the ground and preparing it for 
the erection of the buildings. These contrabands 
are to be used for the double purpose of giving them 
employment, and because such labor is very scarce. 
The situation is a commanding one, capable of being 
made very beautiful by the appliances of art, and is 
out of the reach of overflow from the river, as it is 
elevated land.—JIndianapolis Gazette. 


‘A Ready Method with Quacks, 


Dr. T. K. Campers reports the following case in 
the London Lancet. 

Sir,—Yesterday morning, the Rev. Mr. ——, an 
old patient of mine, came and told me that he had 
been consulting the notorious Dr. ——, a registered 
M.R.C.8. The doctor told him he had spermatorr- 
hea, pretended to put some of his urine under a mi- 
croscope, and showed him a multitude of very lively 
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paste eels twisting about. He gave him some medi- 
cine which blackened the teeth, made him walk about 
the room and then pass some more urine. In the 
second specimen only one animalcule was exhibited, 
and thus the powerof the medicine was proved. Then 
£100 was demanded for a box of it sufficient to effect 
acure. My patient had not got £100; and finally a 
compromise was arranged, by which he gave a bill 
at four months for £80. I instantly sent a note to 
Dr. ——, demanding that the bill should be returned 
within twenty-four hours. This morning it was brought 
to me. 

I make public this case of the efficacy of mild treat- 
ment, because the drastic effects of fuller legal meas- 
ures sometimes deter people from applying them. 


Slaughter in War. 

The Revue Contemporaine publishes an article by 
Count pz Latour,on the important part which cavalry 
is likely to play in future wars. The Count among 
other things, says that the opinions now generally 
held regarding the power of fire-arms are vastly ex- 
aggerated, and show that many more men were lost 
in the great battles of the empire than in the last 
Italian campaign. At Austerlitz the Russians lost 30 
per cent., the Austrians 44 per cent of their army; 
the French lost 14 per cent. At Wagram, the loss of 
the Austrians was 14, that of the French, 13 per cent. 
At La Moskowa the Russians lost 44 per cent., at 
Waterloo the allies 31 per cent., the French 36 per 
cent. At Magenta, on the contrary, the Austrian 
loss was not more than 8 per cent., that of the French 
only 7; at Solferino the Austrians sustained a similar 
loss, and the Franco-Sardinians only lost one-tenth. 
This may be explained by the fact that a long range 
obliges the projectile to describe a large curve; thus, 
according to M. p’AzEMak, if the column of the place 
Vendome was placed between the gun and the mark, 
the latter being at a distance of twenty-five hundred 
the projectile would pass over it without touch- 

g. 


Remains of Gigantic Animals. 

Russian geologists are making preparations to pro- 
mote the discovery of congealed remains of mam- 
moth animals in Siberia. It is stated that during the 
last two centuries at least 20,000 mammoths, and pro- 
bably twice or thrice that number, have been washed 
out of the ice and soil in which they were inbedded, 
by the action of the spring floods. The tusks only 
have been preserved, for their commercial value in 
ivory. An effort is now to be made for the discovery 
and preservation of one of these carcases as perfect 
and entire as possible, as it is considered that micro- 
scopic investigation of the contents of its stomach 
a throw a powerful light on a host of geological 
and physiological problems, 





MARRIED. 


Browrxe—Doneison.—May 2d, 1863, in St. John’s, Pad- 
dington, by the Rev. Francis Palmer, John Browne, Esq., of 
the Military Store Staff, and Mary Emma, only daughter of 
Robley Dunglison, Esq., M.D., Prof. of the Institutes of Medi- 
cine in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, U. 8S.— 
Dublin Med. Press. é 

Bett—Rosinxson.—In Skowhegan, Maine, June 15th, by Rev. 
Temple Cutler, J. B. Bell, M.D., of Augusta, and M. Pauline 
Robinsen, of Skowhegan. 

Bosset—Grove.—On Thursday evening, the 11th instant, 
by the Rev. Edmund Leaf, Dr. W. C. Bosset and Mies Mary 

n Grove, both of Douglassville, Berks county, Pa. 
vans—Jounson.—In this city, 17th instant, by the Rev. 
Dr. Leeds, David J. Evans, M.D., and Miss Rebecca M. John- 


son. 
Jonges—TAaYLor.—On Tuesday evening, the 16th instant, by 
the Rev. Joseph Metcalfe, William B. Jones, M D., of this city, 
and Miss Sadie I. Taylor, of Frankford. 
Ranxin—SpeeDy.—At Pittsburg, Pa., June 4th, by Rev. 
Byron Porter, Dr. D. C. Rankin and Miss Maggie A., daughter 
Captain nee M. Speedy, of Indiana ae b. 9 
Rosiyson—BvuTLER.—At Erie, Pa., on the 2d insiant, by the 
Rev. J. Robinson, 8. A. Robinson, M.D., of Girard, Pa., and 
Miss Esther, eldest daughter of Colonel Hiram Butler. 





DIED. 


Davo..—In Warren, R. I., on the 12th instant, Dr. Wm. H. 
Davol, aged 39 years, a native of Warren, but for the last ten 
years a resident of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

HAMILL.—On Monday, June 15th, Geo. 8. Hamill, M.D., in 
the 39th year of his age. 

Jounson.—At Boyertown, Berks county, Pa., on the 17 
instant, H. M. Johnson, M.D., aged about 73. , " 

Kemper.—At his residence on Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, 
coe, June 10th, Dr. Edward Y. Kemper, in the Slst year of 

is age. 
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METEOROLOGY. 
June 15, | 16, ; 17,; 18, | 19, ; 20, | 21, 
Wim cccoccscees 8. WwW.) N. (8. W.) 8. E. E |8 B 
Clear.|Clear. | Clear,| Clou- Cl’dy,| Clou- 'Cl’d 
Weather. wf show.| dy. | vai, dy. vain’ 
th.&1. 
Depth Rain... 8-10 | 2-10 . 1-10 
Thermometer 
Minimum......| 59° 63° 56° 61° 63° 54° 52 
At 8 A. M...... 73 66 73 73 66 60 59 
At 12 M......... $2 72 84 84 68 64 62 
At 3 P. M...... 85 76 87 83 67 64 64 
Mean......0.0000 74.75| 69.25 75 | 75.25) 66 | 60.5/ 59.25 
Barometer. | 
At 12 M........] 29.9} 30.1| 29.7] 29.8; 29.9} 30.1! 30 
B. J. Le 
Germantown, Pa. = 
———_e-—____—_ 
7 by 
427 \|.7 |.F/ Figs 
VITAL a 3 jad is ¢ 3. 3 + fa 
S Sg 8 S| 3 Sg| 5 Sa) 3S 
STATISTIOS, 3 x2, ¥e Bad| 8 48 $4 
o8 2 38/5 56| @ Sa! 88 
RES 2ES|/ 25S) 3 BS] os 
Population in 1860..| 565,529 651] 2)2,418 | 177,812 
‘Mortality. 5 806, 2, 50,666 
|_| eee 137 209 60 31 52 
Female 117 197 40 43 31 
Adults 112 190 44 40 48 
Under 15 years......| 142 216 52 ove 32 
Under 2 years........ 84 132 29 ove 8 
Be eccschcbaniidipoerss 254 406 100 74 
Deaths in 100,000...| 44.93 60.38 | 47.08 41.61 | 163.52 
American 188 260 ° 45 
Foreign..... ove 55 146 ove 29 40 
TOTO ..cccececocsteosces 15 5 8 ooo 1 
ZyMoTIC Diseases. 
Cholera, Asiatic..... ese eis ove _ pet 
Cholera Infantum .. 3 8 9 oe ooo 
Cholera Morbus..... an we 1 1 ove 
CrouP -eccceceeeeee eo 5 ll 3 3 2 
Diarrhe 1 10 1 eve ose 
Diphtheria... 4 12 2 1 1 
Dysentery.... wo 3 as ° 2 ove 
Erysipelas. ............ wen 1 2 1 1 
Fever, Intermittent} eco ooo ove ose oe 
Fever, Remittent... ove a ove eco ove 
Fever, Scariet........ 8 24 5 ove 
Fever, Typhoid..... 3 1 1 2 
Fever, Typhus....... 1 {21 ooo ove See 
Fever, Yellow........ ons a ove eve os 
Hooping-cough...... ovo ove ove oe 
Influenza...:....... eose on ooo ooo ooo ooo 
Measles.........0-+ eooes 6 4 eco 1 1 
Small Pox.... 2 2 2 ° ove 
Syphilis....... ooo o ose ove ove 
Thrush.......00seeee-- ese ooo ooo oe oe 
Sporapic DisEases 
Albuminuria ..: ooo on ooo wee one 
ApopleZy.......ceceee 4 3 ove 1 4 
Consumption......... 30 63 22 20 14 
Convulsions........... ll 37 2 1 3 
Dropsy... doeenes 7 ll 4 5 1 
Gun-shot Wo' 5 ooo ooo ove oe 
Intemperance........ 1 eos «we ose 2 
Marasmus ...000 sexes. 9 19 ose ooo 1 
Pleurisy..........00000 ove ove ove 1 
Pneumonia ...... ede one pan ooo 7 
Puerperal Fever.... 1 ove oe eve 2 
Scrofula .........csesee- eco ose ove eee 1 
Violence and Acc’ts 14 25 1 2 oe 
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